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Neverwinter	companion	runestones.

But	it’s	still	worth	it	to	upgrade	a	Rare	companion	to	Epic	(unless	you	want	to	save	time	and	Zen,	which	is	totally	comprehensible	considering	the	time	it	takes	to	exchange	AD	to	Zen	now...).	Indomitable	Runestones	are	just	the	best.	Or	for	far	cheaper,	your	Power	(and	that's	better	to	improve	Power	if	your	Outgoing	Healing	is	higher	than	your	Power
in	the	first	place),	with	Potency.	but	it's	the	"you"	in	the	world	in	the	story,	in	the	game.	Feargus	Urquhart	Not	to	minimise	what	the	lead	designer	does,	but	at	this	point	it's	all	kind	of	"keeping	it	rolling"	mode.	Companions	fight	with	your	own	stats.	They	help	the	designers.	You	can	buy	them	for	3	Tarmalune	Trade	Bars	each	(2	during	a	sale,	these	are
obtained	by	opening	lockboxes).	I	had	high	expectations	for	the	following	powers,	but	it	seems	the	damage	is	calculated	based	on	your	Damage	stat	and	definitely	not	the	regular	damage	formula.	Combat	Companions	Combat	Companions	are	essential	in	solo	content,	to	give	you	Combat	Advantage,	which	means	improving	your	damage	by	your
Combat	Advantage	percentage	when	you	surround	monsters	and	they	have	blue	stripes	at	their	feet	(positionning	is	key	!).	well,	you've	just	lost	your	lead	designer.	Bonding	Runestones	Bonding	Runestones	are	now	outdated	and	can	be	exchanged	for	(tons	of)	AD	at	the	exchange	vendor	in	Protector's	Enclave.	That's	what	it's	about.	Companion
Equipment	Companion	Equipment	is	just	another	kind	of	equipment	that	only	serves	the	purpose	of	giving	you	item	level	(great	in	regular	content,	useless	in	scaled	content)	and	rebalancing	your	stats	towards	those	that	are	the	most	useful	to	you.	Even	then	it	would	be	more	interesting	to	buy	tokens	from	the	Zen	Market	using	coupons	or	during
sales...	Enchantments	and	runes	have	ranks,	higher	the	rank,	better	bonus	is.	but	there	are	other	planes.	Augment	Companions	A	non	augment	companion	is	important	for	solo,	to	give	you	combat	advantage.	Also,	anyone	we	hire	we	have	them	do	a	design	test.	There	are	many	options,	from	augments	/	tanks	/	buffers	/	debuffers	/	single	target	damage
dealers	/	aoe	damage	dealers	/	healers,	and	each	companion	has	their	own	set	of	powers,	and	their	positionning	(which	is	important	for	combat	advantage)	also	differs.	Next	Equipment	Mounts	Prev	Equipment	Item	level	and	quality	Part	2:	More	time	talking	to	the	Obsid-don.	As	soon	as	you	have	more	than	three	or	four	or	five	goals,	no-one	knows
what	they're	chasing.	Feargus	Urquhart	We	actually	hired	two	of	our	scripters	[from	the	community].	Debuffs	are	much	better	than	buffs,	because	they	are	effective	for	your	whole	group,	while	buffs	are	personnal.	The	best	augment	companion	for	a	Damage	Dealer,	if	not	the	Watler	too,	for	the	defensive	stats,	is	the	Mini	Apparatus	of	Gond	(Combat
Advantage,	Critical	Severity,	Accuracy)	or	the	Icosahedron	Ioun	Stone	(Power,	Combat	Advantage,	Critical	Strike).	The	five-page	story	gets	turned	into	a	fifteen-page	story.	Uncommon	(green)	to	Rare	(blue)	:	60	tokens	or	250k	AD	:	use	tokens	to	save	at	least	10k	AD.	So	this	is	a	totally	stupid	system	in	which	tokens	are	valued	between	1667	and	10k
AD	each,	depending	on	the	quality	of	the	companion	you	are	upgrading.	The	designers	don't	use	the	scripting	language	a	lot,	so	the	scripters	are	powerful.	Here	we	tie	a	designer	and	a	scripter	together,	who	implement	the	areas.	Let's	see	how	it	goes.	Note	that	this	suffers	heavily	from	a	1s	internal	cooldown,	which	means	it's	not	great	for	aoe
situations	(it	will	only	affect	one	target)	and	the	damage	will	basically	be	halved	if	you	attack	twice	per	second	(because	it	won't	proc	on	every	hit).	Planescape	is	very	much	about	Sigil,	which	is	interesting...	With	the	exception	of	Reinvigorate	(which	triggers	on	healing	friends),	most	of	the	Enhancement	powers	trigger	on	hitting	foes.	The	Bulette	Pup
(Power,	Combat	Advantage,	Defense)	is	still	a	very	solid	choice.	But	no	time!	No	time!	Instead,	we	stay	on	the	issues	closest	to	Neverwinter	Nights:	that	of	how	they	tie	into	a	pre-existing	community	and...	Common	(grey)	to	Uncommon	(green)	:	30	tokens	or	50k	AD	:	always	use	AD	(you'd	waste	20	tokens	for	nothing).	Some	runes	have	only	one
property,	thus	can	be	put	only	in	few	items	with	such	enchantment	slot,	but	most	runes	have	dynamic	properties	changing	depending	on	what	slot	they	were	put	in.	We	want	it	to	mean	something.	The	chance	to	trigger	the	power	is	pretty	high.	Feargus	Urquhart	Third	Quarter.	which	is	detrimental	to	your	total	stat	percentages	(but	can	be	positive	for
your	damage	output	or	damage	mitigation,	depending	on	the	stat).	Too	bad.	but	we	never	know...).	Most	people	don't	bother.	But	some	of	them	are	much	more	interesting	than	just	balancing	your	stats.	You	get	a	certain	level	of	developer	with	a	certain	history	of	games,	and	there's	no	end	of	things	you	want	to	talk	to	them	about.	Equip	Powers	give
you	both	high	item	level,	almost	always	100%	combined	ratings	(so	your	percentages	stay	unchanged),	and	percentage	bonuses	for	your	stats.	Epic	(purple)	to	Legendary	(orange)	:	120	tokens	or	1M	AD	:	use	tokens	to	save	at	least	520k	AD.	After	that,	we	have	a	big	document	which	we	then	proceed	with	to	implementation.	For	example,	Planescape	is
a	good	example.	It	then	goes	to	an	expanded	version	of	that.	Runestones	Most	Runestones	are	the	same	as	single	stat	enchantments,	except	that	they	are	twice	as	effective	at	balancing	your	stats.	So	this	is	another	fucked	up	system	by	Craptic,	because	every	companion	should	give	100%	of	their	stats	as	combined	ratings	and	Augments	should
provide	stat	bonuses	in	the	form	of	percentages	on	top	of	this	to	make	them	not	totally	useless.	They're	sort	of	programmer/designers.	And	the	more	things	which	make	you	feel	that	way	the	better,	and	Moral	Decisions	are	part	of	that.	To	have	a	theme....	We've	had	people	use	Dungeon	Siege.	Feargus	Urquhart	You've	played	enough	role-playing
games	to	know	when	you've	really	enjoyed	the	first	hour,	then	you	realise	it's	just	the	same	things	over	and	over	again.	You	can	also	wait	for	a	sale	in	the	ZEN	market	(you	can	also	get	25%	coupons	from	time	to	time	by	invoking	your	god),	and	buy	Companion	Upgrade	Packs	(that’s	75	tokens	for	375k	AD	when	there’s	no	sale,	assuming	you	can
exchange	AD	to	Zen).	The	best	augment	companion	for	a	Healer	is	the	Polar	Bear	Cub	(Power,	Critical	Strike,	Awareness).	well,	the	relatively	recent	news	that	NWN	2's	Lead	Designer,	"Ferret"	Baudoin,	had	left	the	company.	Need	more	damage	?	If	you	are	a	(pretty	rich)	Healer,	you	can	otherwise	boost	your	own	Outgoing	Healing	with	Reinvigorate
(it	comes	from	the	Golden	Bulette	Pup).	We	want	to	try	and	take	apart	Feargus	Urquhart	and	his	Obsidian	team-mates'	prehistory	at	Black	Isle	(i.e.	OMFG!!!	Fallout!	Planescape!	The	r0x0rs!	What	was	in	Fell-from-Grac3's	D1ary!?!!?!).	Eurogamer	[Check's	watch.	In	essence,	their	demo	reels	were	their	mods.	Craptic™	hit	again...	When	there’s	no	sale
in	the	Zen	Market,	a	companion	upgrade	token	costs	the	equivalent	of	5k	AD.	Another	option,	to	help	the	group	too,	is	Weapon	Break,	to	reduce	ennemies'	Critical	Severity.	They	give	as	much	Combined	Ratings	as	Item	Level	(which	means	your	total	percentages	from	stats	remain	unchanged)	and	they	give	percentage	bonuses	on	top	of	that	!	The
Item	Level	and	efficiency	of	your	powers	depend	only	on	the	quality	of	your	companion	with	said	power	(contrarily	to	the	Enhancement	Power	which	only	depends	on	your	summoned	companion).	The	idea	is	to	slow	down	this	Goliath,	by	activating	these	refineries	by	using	the	fuel	trucks	to	get	from	A	to	B.	We're	in	polish	and	get-it-done	mode.	We
want	to	talk	about	his	future	-	if	we	were	being	particularly	sneaky,	we'd	try	to	get	something	out	of	him	about	the	recently	announced	deal	between	Obsidian	and	Sega	to	"do"	an	RPG	(We	do,	when	the	tape	stops	rolling,	and	receive	a	start	of	horror	and	a	smile	that	says	that	a	smile's	the	only	comment	we're	going	to	get).	He	was	hired	by	Interplay	to
be	the	web	guy	on	Planescape	Torment,	before	moving	to	be	a	designer	on	Icewind	Dale,	Icewind	Dale	II	and	Baldur's	Gate	III...	Also,	it	deals	another	hit	which	will	be	affected	by	the	target's	Defense	and	Deflect	a	second	time,	so	the	effective	damage	it	deals	is	actually	lower	than	7.33%	(6.7%	with	70%	Accuracy,	6.3%	with	50%	Accuracy).	Tasty,
tasty	mead.	And	it	needs	to	be	very	story-centric.	This	means	that,	as	you	get	better	and	better	companions,	your	own	stat	percentages	will	decrease	by	up	to	1.2%	in	every	stat,	and	that's	not	really	compensated	by	the	effect	of	the	Enhancement	power	when	you	solo...	So,	it's	only	good	if	you	have	a	low	attack	speed	(very	bad	for	Rogues,	Barbarians,
Rangers...),	and	only	on	single	target	situations.	Enigmatic	:	in	offense	:	+0.56%	Combat	Advantage	;	in	defense	:	+0.56%	Critical	Avoidance	;	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	We	have	to	use	the	Baldur's	Gate	engine.	But	NOT	your	companion's	Quality...	Josh	is	a	really	good	closer.	They	also	are	generally	better	than	Augment	companions	in	group	content.
Netherese	Arcanist	:	11%	extra	damage	against	targets	you	have	combat	advantage	against	(no	need	to	be	behind	them,	contrarily	to	what's	written...).	Serene	are	pretty	much	useless	since	your	companion	is	usually	quite	tanky	in	the	first	place,	and	will	revive	automatically	in	a	few	seconds	after	dying	anyway.	There	is	also	Celestial	Ward	giving
fusion	100%	chances	for	success,	but	ward	is	consumed..	Vulnerability	is	okay,	to	reduce	enemies'	Critical	Avoidance	(below	0%	too),	if	most	people	in	the	group	have	a	high	Critical	Strike.	There's	lots	of	people	on	forums	speculating	about	this,	but	no-one	actually	knows	what	it	means.	The	only	drawback	with	the	stardock	questline	is	that	you	can
only	complete	it	once	per	character	(but	the	companion	gear	is	bound	to	account	and	can	be	shared	with	your	other	characters).	We	have	these	individual	teams,	then	we	have	these	people	over	them	to	make	sure	it	all	fits	together.	Rank	increase	isn't	guaranteed,	for	example	4	runes	rank	1	will	have	95%	chances	to	successfully	create	one	rank	2
rune,	but	four	runes	from	rank	5	have	only	40%	of	fusion	success.	Last	update:	Wednesday,	May	11,	2016	Next	Equipment	Mounts	Prev	Equipment	Item	level	and	quality	In	Neverwinter	you	can	upgrade	items	with	enchantments	or	companions	with	runes.	It	is	not	affected	by	bolster,	and	most	of	the	powers	give	a	certain	amount	of	stat	percentages
(some	have	different	effects,	like	improving	damage	to	a	certain	type	of	monster	by	up	to	11%	or	dealing	direct	damage	in	certain	conditions)	:	Common	:	5	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+0.05%	Uncommon	:	50	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+0.5%	Rare	:	150	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+1.5%	Epic	:	300	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+3%
Legendary	:	500	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+5%	Mythic	:	750	Item	Level,	total	stat	bonuses	:	+7.5%	Here	are	some	of	the	"Best	Equip	Powers".	Pretty	sure	the	drop	rate	is	much	better	in	Stardock	expeditions	in	the	first	place.	The	value	of	the	buff/debuff,	or	HP	healed	depends	on	the	quality	of	your	summoned	companion	(not	the	quality	of	the
companion	on	which	you	have	this	power,	nor	bolster)	:	Common	:	5	Item	Level,	effect	:	0.05%	Uncommon	:	50	Item	Level,	effect	:	0.5%	Rare	:	150	Item	Level,	effect	:	1.5%	Epic	:	300	Item	Level,	effect	:	3%	Legendary	:	500	Item	Level,	effect	:	5%	Mythic	:	750	Item	Level,	effect	:	7.5%	Problem	is	the	Enhancement	Power	doesn't	give	you	combined
ratings,	so	with	a	Mythic	power,	you	are	effectively	losing	0.75%	in	every	stat	for	a	gain	of	7.5%	in	one	stat	when	the	buff	procs	(or	a	heal,	or	a	debuff)...	Equip	Powers	Companion	Bonuses	are	pretty	much	the	only	positive	things	in	the	game	with	items	Equip	Bonuses	and	Sets.	which	means	they	are	very	underwhelming	and	very	misleading...
Companions	are	very	important	to	upgrade,	at	least	the	one	you	use	as	summoned,	and	the	ones	you	use	for	their	equip	powers.	have	you	a	decent	ETA	for	this?	What	we're	lucky	about	is	that	also	working	at	Obsidian	was	JE	Sawyer	[The	New	Lead	Designer	-	Ed]	who	used	to	work	on	Black	Isle	studios	with	us.	And	a	couple	have	been	in	the
Morrowind	tool	set.	So	your	total	stat	percentages	remain	unchanged	with	them.	So	a	Common	companion	is	almost	as	efficient	as	a	Mythic	one	in	regular	content	(the	item	level	gained	is	not	negligible	though,	especially	when	your	Total	Item	Level	is	low	in	the	first	place).	You	can	get	them	for	free	in	dungeons,	Juma	Bags,	and	some	events.
Eurogamer	With	the	Neverwinter	community	so	developed,	and	you	attempting	to	keep	the	tools	relatively	similar,	we	were	wondering	if	you'd	hired	much	from	the	community.	You	can	protect	fusion	process	by	adding	Preservation	Ward,	if	you	will	fail,	Ward	will	disappear	instead	of	one	rune.	It's	not	just	that	it's	you...	RPGs	are	also	about	the
character.	That's	the	box	that	I	drew,	and	it's	how	everything	starts.	Two	directly	from	the	mod	community.	Companions	give	you	85%	of	their	own	item	level	as	combined	ratings	(2550	to	all	stats	at	Mythic	with	100%	Bolster).	So	you	don't	lose	the	point	of	it,	as	you	can	get	lost	sometimes.	It	seemed	easy	to	get	in	initially	and	to	get	stuff	going.	So...
It's	just	a	different	take	on	the	multiplayer	thing,	working	together	to	stop	this	thing	rather	than	trying	to	shoot	each	other.	In	group	content,	Armor	Break,	which	decreases	ennemies'	Defense,	is	the	best	!	Dulled	Senses,	which	decreases	enemies'	Awareness	(yes,	below	0%)	is	another	option	if	you	do	not	have	Armor	Break	(there	are	cases	Dulled
Senses	can	perform	better	than	Armor	Break,	especially	if	your	Combat	Advantage	is	low	or	you	are	fighting	opponents	with	high	Awareness	in	PVP,	but	it's	a	lot	less	practical	than	Armor	Break).	Then	we	pull	out	and	define	all	the	areas,	and	the	areas	turn	into	20-page	documents,	so	before	you	know	it,	it's	gone	from	three	pages	to	400.	What's	your
method	for	conception	and	creations?	Your	companion	won't	be	able	to	take	damage.	How	it	works	at	my	level	is	that	I	talk	to	the	game	designers.	But	there	are	places	(FBI	and	MSPC	last	bosses,	CODG,	ToMM),	where	non	augment	companions	can	be	a	pain	if	they	deal	too	much	damage	and/or	target	stuff	that	should	not	be	hit,	so	it	can	be	a	good
idea	to	have	an	augment,	if	non	augment	companions	are	still	problematic	(considering	the	amount	of	damage	we	deal	now,	I	don't	think	they	will	be	a	problem	anymore...	You	can	see	in	the	item's	tooltip	what	enchantment	slots	it	have,	and	those	slots	can	be:	Offensive	Slot,	Defensive	Slot,	Utility	Slot,	Armor	Enchantment	Slot,	Weapon	Enchantment
Slot	for	equipment,	and	for	companions:	Companion	Offensive	Slot	or	Companion	Defensive	Slot.	Here	is	what	they	do	at	rank	15	(they	give	200	item	level	each,	just	like	enchantments)	:	In	Offense	slots	only	:	Indomitable	:	increases	your	companion's	damage	by	20%	(can	be	stacked	for	up	to	+120%	companion's	damage	with	current	companion's
gear,	does	not	increases	your	damage	but	that's	strong	enough),	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	Almost	as	good	as	dead	in	scaled	content.	It's	more	than	that.	But	it's	done	in	a	way	of	continued	sub-sets,	so	it	goes	from	before.	With	a	-20%	coupon,	tokens	cost	the	equivalent	of	4000	AD.	Eurogamer	[Squeezing	in	the	question	before	the	PR	drags	them
away].	Its	goals	were:	we	want	to	make	a	Planescape	game.	Removing	enchantments	will	cost	Diamonds,	higher	the	upgrade	is,	more	diamonds	you'll	have	to	pay.	Aranea	:	10%	chance	to	deal	extra	damage	Black	Death	Scorpion	:	10%	chance	to	deal	additionnal	damage	(poison	?)	War	Boar	:	10%	chance	on	at-will	use	to	deal	damage	over	time	Tomb
Spider	:	10%	chance	on	encounter	use	to	deal	damage	over	time	for	5s	Astral	Deva	:	10%	chance	on	hit	to	heal	player	and	companion	Remorhaz	:	5%	chance	to	deal	extra	damage	over	time	Upgrading	Companions	The	best	way	to	upgrade	your	companions	is	to	use	Companion	Upgrade	Tokens.	Other	options	may	or	may	not	be	good	or	better
depending	on	your	build	and	what	your	are	fighting	against.	If	fusion	fails	you	will	loose	one	rune.	And	if	we	throw	things	like	that	in...	Quality,	Bolster,	Item	Level	and	Stats	Your	summoned	companion	gives	you	item	level	depending	on	its	quality.	I	didn't	actually	play	the	official	ones.	Legendary	(orange)	to	Mythic	(teal)	:	150	tokens	or	1.5M	AD	:	use
tokens	to	save	your	home,	organs,	and	family.	But	if	you	are	a	Tank	or	a	Healer,	it's	good	to	have	a	companion	that	offers	utility	(damage	mitigation,	buffs	or	debuffs).	This	means	that	they	are	only	good	to	rebalance	your	stats	a	bit	and	give	you	some	item	level.	Those	elves	are	racists	basts.	In	either	slot	:	Empowered	:	in	offense	:	+0.56%	Power	;	in
defense	:	+2400	HP	;	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	Rare	(blue)	to	Epic	(purple)	:	90	tokens	or	500k	AD	:	use	tokens	to	save	at	least	140k	AD.	Why?	Companions	for	Tanks	Best	Equip	Powers	:	Bruenor	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Catti-Brie/Drizzt/Regis/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Awareness	/	7.5%	Defense	with	all	five
of	them,	though	only	Regis	is	good	to	have	as	a	Tank)	Regis	:	3.75%	Deflect	/	3.75%	Deflect	Severity	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Bruenor/Catti-Brie/Drizzt/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Deflect	/	7.5%	Deflect	Severity	with	all	five	of	them,	though	only	Bruenor	is	good	to	have	as	a	Tank)	Golden	Deep	Crow	:	7.5%	Awareness	(super	expensive,	comes	from
the	Zen	Market	in	a	time	limited	9.8k	Zen	pack	which	drops	a	random	companion)	Frost	Mimic	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	War	Dog	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	Green	Slime	:	7.5%	Defense	Other	options	:	Chicken	:	movement	speed	buff	for	you,	and	damage	debuff	for	your	attacker	when	you	take	damage	greater	than	25%	of	your
HP;	for	10s,	once	every	30s	Renegade	Evoker	:	chance	on	being	hit	to	deal	damage	to	nearby	enemies	Myconid	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	Dragonborn	Brawler	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Deflect	Priestess	of	Sehanine	Moonbow	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Deflect	Chance	Lizardfolk	Shaman	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Incoming
Healing	Harper	Bard	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	HP	Skeleton	:	3.75%	Defense	/	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	Makos	:	3.75%	Defense	/	3.75%	Deflect	Chance	Werewolf	:	3.75%	Defense	/	3.75%	Incoming	Healing	Duergar	Guard	:	7.5%	Critical	Avoidance	Blink	Dog	:	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	/	3.75%	Deflect	Chance	Black	Ice	Prospector	:	3.75%	Critical
Avoidance	/	3.75%	Deflect	Chance	Goldfish	:	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	/	3.75%	Incoming	Healing	Deva	Champion	:	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	/	3.75%	Incoming	Healing	Vangard	of	the	Citadel	:	3.75%	Critical	Avoidance	/	HP	Watler	:	7.5%	Deflect	Chance	Acolyte	of	Kelemvor	:	3.75%	Deflect	/	3.75%	Incoming	Healing	Companions	for	Healers	Best	Equip
Powers	:	Deepcrow	Hatchling	:	7.5%	Power	Alpha	Compy	:	7.5%	Power	(doubled	in	Chult)	Golden	Bulette	Pup	:	7.5%	Outgoing	Healing	(super	expensive,	comes	from	the	Zen	Market	in	a	time	limited	9.8k	Zen	pack	which	drops	a	random	companion)	Polar	Bear	Cub	:	3.75%	Outgoing	Healing	/	3.75%	Defense	Neverember	Guard	:	3.75%	Outgoing
Healing	/	3.75%	Awareness	Quickling	:	3.75%	Outgoing	Healing	/	3.75%	Critical	Chance	Other	options	:	Ghost	:	3.75%	Power	/	3.75%	Critical	Chance	Kenku	Archer	:	3.75%	Power	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	Minstrel	:	3.75%	Power	/	3.75%	Awareness	Drizzt	:	3.75%	Critical	Strike	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Bruenor/Catti-
Brie/Regis/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Critical	Strike	/	7.5%	Critical	Severity	with	all	five	of	them,	though	only	Bruenor	if	you	want	to	be	tankier,	is	good	to	have	as	a	Healer)	Bruenor	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Catti-Brie/Drizzt/Regis/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Awareness	/	7.5%	Defense	with	all	five	of	them,
though	only	Drizzt	is	good	to	have	as	a	Healer)	Frost	Mimic	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(if	you	need	defensive	stats)	War	Dog	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(if	you	need	defensive	stats)	Vallenhas	Elite	Soldier	:	2.5%	Outgoing	Healing	/	2.5%	Awareness	/	22%	extra	damage	against	Avernus	Devils	Companions	for	Damage	Dealers	Best
Equip	Powers	:	Drizzt	:	3.75%	Critical	Strike	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Bruenor/Catti-Brie/Regis/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Critical	Strike	/	7.5%	Critical	Severity	with	all	five	of	them,	though	only	Wulfgar,	and	Bruenor	if	you	want	to	be	tankier,	is	good	to	have	as	a	Damage	Dealer)	Wulfgar	:	3.75%	Accuracy	/	3.75%	Combat
Advantage	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Bruenor/Catti-Brie/Drizzt/Regis	equipped,	up	to	7.5%	Accuracy	/	7.5%	Combat	Advantage	with	all	five	of	them,	though	only	Drizzt,	and	Bruenor	if	you	want	to	be	tankier,	is	good	to	have	as	a	Damage	Dealer)	Staldorf	:	7.5%	Combat	Advantage	Golden	Cat	:	7.5%	Combat	Advantage	(super	expensive,	comes	from	the
Zen	Market	in	a	time	limited	9.8k	Zen	pack	which	drops	a	random	companion)	Deepcrow	Hatchling	:	7.5%	Power	Alpha	Compy	:	7.5%	Power	(doubled	in	Chult)	Batiri	:	11%	extra	damage	against	bosses	Other	options	(stats)	:	Bruenor	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(+25%	to	%	bonuses	with	Catti-Brie/Drizzt/Regis/Wulfgar	equipped,	up	to	7.5%
Awareness	/	7.5%	Defense	with	all	five	of	them,	though	only	Drizzt	and	Wulgar	are	good	to	have	as	a	Damage	Dealer)	Frost	Mimic	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(if	you	need	defensive	stats)	War	Dog	:	3.75%	Awareness	/	3.75%	Defense	(if	you	need	defensive	stats)	Intellect	Devourer	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Awareness	Dragonborn
Raider	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Awareness	Flaming	Skull	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Defense	Man	at	Arms	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Defense	Laughing	Skull	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Defense	Barbarian	Shaman	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Power	Mercenary	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Power
Phase	Spide	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Critical	Chance	Alchemist	Experimenter	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Critical	Chance	Dancing	Blade	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	Mystagogue	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	Book	Imp	:	3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Accuracy	Redeemed	Fallen	:
3.75%	Combat	Advantage	/	3.75%	Accuracy	Ghost	:	3.75%	Power	/	3.75%	Critical	Chance	Kenku	Archer	:	3.75%	Power	/	3.75%	Critical	Severity	Black	Dragon	Ioun	Stone	:	7.5%	Critical	Strike	Flame	Sprite	:	3.75%	Critical	Chance	/	3.75%	Accuracy	Red	Slaad	:	3.75%	Critical	Severity	/	3.75%	Accuracy	Assassin	Drake	:	3.75%	Critical	Severity	/	3.75%
Accuracy	Cambion	Magus	:	3.75%	Critical	Severity	/	3.75%	Accuracy	Other	options	(extra	damage)	:	Cold	Iron	Warrior	:	11%	extra	damage	against	Fey	creatures	(will	it	work	in	Sharandar	?)	Vallenhas	Elite	Soldier	:	2.5%	Outgoing	Healing	/	2.5%	Awareness	/	22%	extra	damage	against	Avernus	Devils	(yup,	that's	way	too	much	damage,	though	very
situationnal)	Stalwart	Golden	Lion	:	50%	chance	on	companion's	power	use	to	gain	a	7.5%	damage	buff	for	10s	(problem	is	it's	7.5%	of	the	damage	dealt	after	enemy	stats	are	taken	into	account...	During	a	-30%	sale,	tokens	cost	the	equivalent	of	3500	AD.	But	a	Common	companion	is	more	efficient	than	a	Mythic	one	in	scaled	content	(because	of	the
stat	loss	and	item	level	being	meaningless	there).	It's	a	multiplayer	thing	about	a	giant	robotic	thing	in	the	desert,	and	there	are	sixteen	players	in	jeeps.	well,	now	we	have	to	pull	more	tools	out	of	the	bag	to	connect	to	your	character,	to	have	them	be	you.	In	some	ways,	as	graphics	have	gotten	better	and	the	world	has	gotten	more	detailed	people
are	separated	more	from	their	character.	Which	means	all	you	gain	from	upgrading	your	summoned	companion	is	some	item	level,	some	bolster	(if	it's	one	of	your	10	best	companions),	and	lower	stat	percentages	(up	to	-1.2%	in	every	stats,	because	companions	only	give	85%	of	their	item	level	as	stats	and	the	quality	of	your	companion	impacts	the
quality	of	your	companion	enhancement	power,	which	is	totally	stat	detrimental,	so	the	higher	the	item	level	and	quality	of	your	summoned	companion,	the	more	stats	you	are	missing	compared	to	item	level).	Item	with	enchantment	slots	will	have	small	squares	on	left	side	of	an	icon.	Eurogamer	Feargus,	thank	you.	well,	I'm	not	saying	it's	like	some
big	stew	or	something.	Chris	Avellone	[Lead	Designer	on	Planescape	Torment	and	founding	member	of	Obsidian	-	Ed]	always	takes	the	big	writing	task	-	so	for	Neverwinter	Nights	2,	he's	written	all	the	companions	and	all	the	major	characters	and	proof-reads	almost	all	the	dialogue,	and	fixes	it	out	to	make	sure	it's	all	uniform.	This	value	is	the	only
value	affected	by	Companion	Bolster	:	Common	:	10	Item	Level	(20	with	100%	bolster)	Uncommon	:	100	Item	Level	(200	with	100%	bolster)	Rare	:	300	Item	Level	(600	with	100%	bolster)	Epic	:	600	Item	Level	(1200	with	100%	bolster)	Legendary	:	1000	Item	Level	(2000	with	100%	bolster)	Mythic	:	1500	Item	Level	(3000	with	100%	bolster)	Your
summoned	companion's	quality	also	impacts	the	quality	of	your	Enhancement	power,	which	gives	you	even	more	item	level	(though	this	one	is	NOT	affected	by	Companion	Bolster)	and	an	effect	which	procs	often	when	you	hit/heal,	which	is	a	buff	to	1	stat,	a	debuff	to	1	stat	of	your	ennemy,	or	a	heal	that	restores	a	portion	of	your	and	your
companion's	health	:	Common	:	5	Item	Level,	effect	:	0.05%	Uncommon	:	50	Item	Level,	effect	:	0.5%	Rare	:	150	Item	Level,	effect	:	1.5%	Epic	:	300	Item	Level,	effect	:	3%	Legendary	:	500	Item	Level,	effect	:	5%	Mythic	:	750	Item	Level,	effect	:	7.5%	So	you	can	get	up	to	3750	item	level	from	your	Summoned	Companion,	which	is	nice	for	regular
content,	but	how	does	that	impact	stats	?	Your	companion's	efficiency	depends	on	your	Total	Item	Level,	your	Stats,	and	your	Companion	Bolster...	The	problem	is	always	time.	What	your	character	was,	how	powerful	they	are,	what	they	did	and	who	they	were...	It	wouldn't	be	a	fantasy	game	without	inns.	You	also	have	to	go	to	the	different	planes.	A
decent	mod	is,	essentially,	a	demo	reel...	That's	our	term	we	use	for	the	people	who	use	the	scripting	language.	We	try	to	do	it	like	this,	but	have	forty	goals.	What	purpose	does	it	serve?	Recondite	:	in	offense	:	+0.56%	Accuracy	;	in	defense	:	+0.56%	Awareness	;	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	That	said,	Augment	Companions	provide	85%	of	their	item
level	as	combined	ratings	+	15%	divided	into	up	to	3	stats.	With	a	-25%	coupon,	tokens	cost	the	equivalent	of	3750	AD.	before	that	got	cancelled.	If	the	devs	used	a	bit	of	logic	and	wanted	people	to	use	AD	more	often,	the	AD	price	would	always	be	5k	AD	per	token.	and	the	damage	is	reduced	a	second	time	by	enemy	stats...	Summoned	Companion	As
companions	are	being	"reworked"	(broken),	I'll	redirect	you	to	Aragon,	who	made	a	very	good	series	of	videos	on	companions.	In	Defense	slots	only	:	Serene	:	when	your	companion	is	struck	by	an	attack,	your	companion	has	a	5%	chance	to	gain	10%	HP,	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	On	the	other	hand,	it	takes	12	days	to	complete	the	Stardock	questline
in	Undermountain	to	get	a	guaranteed	double	offense	companion	gear	with	the	stat	of	your	choice...	That	is	extremely	disapointing	in	terms	of	game	design	(once	again),	because	that	means	that	whatever	you	are	lacking,	your	companion	will	be	lacking	too.	He	knows	how	to	take	all	the	different	things,	and	talk	to	all	the	programmers	and	designers
and	scripters	and	artists	and	get	the	game	ready	to	go.	so	you	effectively	only	deal	5%	more	damage	when	you	have	the	buff,	which	means	between	2.5%	and	3.33%	additionnal	damage	on	average,	depending	on	the	frequency	at	which	your	summoned	companion	attacks).	Other	Runestones	are	quite	mediocre,	just	like	stat	enchantments.	How	you	go
about	designing	a	game?	It's	a	multiplayer	title,	from	the	student	one.	So	you	pretty	much	need	double	offense	companion	gear	(which	are	all	of	epic	quality,	as	far	as	I	know)	if	you	want	to	benefit	fully	from	them.	All	the	dialogue	has	been	written.	Bolster	improves	the	item	level	and	damage	of	your	summoned	companion,	who's	fighting	with	you.
Want	some	heals	?	But	the	vast	majority	have	been	in	the	Neverwinter	tool	set,	which	told	us	that	how	Bioware	generated	levels	was	something	we	shouldn't	change.	As	time	has	gone	on,	some	games	we've	done	have	been	more	successful	than	other	games	-	at	least	from	a	design	perspective.	One	of	the	things	we	always	suggest	is	to	take	some	of
the	stuff	you	do	in	your	design	test	and	actually	create	it	in	some	kind	of	toolset.	and	that's	just	a	pure	loss	in	scaled	content	!	Furthermore,	improving	your	Summoned	Companion's	quality	will	NOT	improve	the	damage	output	of	their	powers	(goodbye	AD	and	Companion	Upgrade	Tokens	used	for	the	tests).	It's	okay	to	use	-	a	little	complex	-	but	once
you	know	how	to	use	it	it's	good,	but	to	start	with	it's	daunting.	Eurogamer	Could	you	explain	the	creative	set	up	at	Obsidian.	[Because	we're	interested,	and	because	it	gives	us	evidence	of	what	a	Lead	Designer	would	actually	be	doing	about	six	months	from	release.]	Feargus	Urquhart	We	decide	to	do	a	game.	Yup,	that's	fucked	up...	So	neither	your
stats	nor	damage	bonuses	affect	these	(so	when	it's	written	150	magnitude,	it	will	effectively	deal	1.5	times	your	Damage	stat,	the	damage	will	be	reduced	by	your	target's	Defense,	and	can	be	deflected,	but	it	won't	benefit	from	your	Power	nor	outgoing	damage	bonuses,	it	won't	crit,	nor	benefit	from	combat	advantage...)...	Well,	it's	where	you	get	the
sense	of	it.	I	guess	that's	not	that	bad	for	a	damage	dealer,	though	Outgoing	Healing	will	be	your	lowest	stat,	but	very	sad	for	a	tank	with	low	Power	and	Crit	stats...	If	we	break	each	of	the	core	aims	down,	and	decide	what	the	cool	ideas	are	in	each	of	them?	I'm	trying	to	get	a	look	inside	your	company	to	work	out	what	difference	it	makes.	It's	pretty
interesting.	In	solo	content,	Redemption,	which	heals	a	portion	of	your	and	your	companion's	HP	over	5s,	is	great	when	you	need	it.	Arcane	:	in	offense	:	+0.56%	Critical	Severity	;	in	defense	:	+0.56%	Deflection	;	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	My	job	is	trying	to	define	the	few	goals	we	want	to	stay	with.	Considering	the	fact	that	there	are	only	5	out	of	the
12	epic	companion	gear	from	bounties	in	Sharandar	that	have	double	offense	slots,	and	that	the	chance	to	get	an	epic	one	is	about	1	on	40.	and	themes	are	often	moral.	Works	with	MOD	21	⚠	Note	that	summoned	companions	are	constantly	being	nerfed	or	modified,	I	cannot	give	proper	advice	on	them,	as	the	best	is	the	one	that	will	survive	Cryptic
after	they	fail	reworking	them	countless	times...	We	write	a	five-page	story.	Feargus	Urquhart	I	downloaded	Goliath.	It’s	not	worth	it	to	upgrade	an	Uncommon	companion	this	way.	Their	damage	output	will	increase	a	tiny	bit,	thanks	to	the	item	level	you	gain,	but	that's	it	:	a	Mythic	companion	will	deal	as	much	damage	as	a	Common	companion	if	we
neglect	the	Item	Level	and	Stats	Loss.	Monster	lynching	is	on	the	rise	in	the	deep	south	of	the	Forgotten	Realms.	Their	main	feature	is	the	(Indomitable)	Runestones	you	can	slot	in	them.	When	graphics	were	less	developed	in	role-playing	games	-	like	in	Ultima	-	everything	was	in	your	head.	You're	trying	to	slow	down	Goliath	so	he	doesn't	destroy	the
fuel	trucks	en	route.	I	was	asking	this	because...	But	it	would	be	much	less	of	a	scam	to	use	AD	to	upgrade	a	companion	to	the	highest	qualities...	Or	rather,	lost	the	licence	which	got	it	cancelled.	Healers	can	also	use	pretty	decent	healer	companions	to	help	them.	Time's	running	out].	Need	a	tank	?	There	are	over	110	areas	in	Neverwinter	2,	so	if	you
make	areas	outside	your	goals	you	get	lost	and	then	the	results	end	up	not	feeling	like	part	of	the	whole.	Enhancement	Power	Enhancement	powers	either	increase	one	of	your	stats	for	15s,	decrease	one	of	your	ennemy's	stats	for	15s,	or	heal	a	portion	of	your	and	your	companion's	HP	over	5s	(Redemption).	However,	to	try	and	avoid	a	straight	PR-
friendly	answer	we're	going	to	have	to	creep	up	on	the	issue.	I	takes	an	average	of	288	bounties	(144	days	on	a	single	character)	to	get	3	of	the	double	offense	companion	gear.	But	a	moral	decision	is	something	you	have	to	think	about,	based	upon	the	situation	and	everything.	The	idea	is	by	tying	your	moral	decision	into	the	general	theme.	Fusion
window	can	be	shown	after	double-clicking	enchantments.	The	best	augment	companion	for	a	Tank	is	the	Watler	(Combat	Advantage,	Defense,	Awareness).	If	you	are	a	Tank,	you	can	use	Honed	Instincts	to	boost	your	Awareness,	or	Fortification	to	boost	your	Defense.	We	want	to	tell	a	story.	If	you	are	a	Damage	Dealer,	you	can	use	whatever
companion	deals	the	most	damage,	to	improve	your	damage	further.	Neverwinter	Nights	2	is	coming	to	the	PC	in	the	third	quarter	of	2006,	and	will	be	published	by	Atari.	Profane	:	in	offense	:	+0.56%	Critical	Strike	;	in	defense	:	+0.56%	Defense	;	-0.04%	in	all	of	your	stats.	You	can	convert	4	enchantments	of	same	kind	to	one	higher	in	rank.
Eurogamer	Actually,	while	we're	talking	about	community	stuff,	do	you	follow	any	of	the	Indie	game	festival	stuff?	In	the	case	of	Planescape	Torment,	it	was	"Who	you	are"	and	discovery	and	all	that	other	stuff.	Eurogamer	There's	usually	a	strong	moral	or	ethical	component	to	your	games.	A	neverwinter	night.	All	the	design	work	has	been	done.
Grung	:	10%	chance	on	Critical	Strike,	to	deal	a	total	of	0.9	times	your	Damage	stat	(reduced	by	enemy	stats)	over	10s	(0.09	times	your	Damage	stat	every	second)	Snow	Leopard	:	10%	chance	on	Critical	Strike,	to	deal	damage	over	10s	Rat	Pup	:	30%	chance	on	encounter	to	cause	Bleed	(damage	over	time	for	5s)	Vicious	Dire	Wolf	:	10%	chance	to
deal	additionnal	damage	and	to	interrupt	your	target	Death	Slaad	:	10%	chance	to	deal	damage	over	time	(stacks	5	times	then	explodes)	Manticore	:	10%	chance	on	critical	hit,	to	knock	down	your	target	and	deal	extra	damage	Xuna	:	10%	chance	on	at-will	use	to	deal	extra	damage.
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